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Opinion pages

Special features
 Other items will also appear on our editorial 
and op-ed pages, including the “Framework” 
feature that showcases creative work by the 
Herald’s photo staff, which, we hope, brightens 
the page and your week.
 We also make mistakes, despite our best 
efforts. We strive to correct them as soon as 
possible with a correction or clarification notice 
on these pages, the most prominent in the 
paper after page 1.
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Opinion columns
 Each week, we publish two pages of opinion 
in addition to the editorial page. Most of these 
pages are devoted to the columns of our three 
weekly contributors, Randi Kreiss, the former 
editor of the Nassau Herald, Scott Brinton, 
the senior editor of the Bellmore and Merrick 
Heralds, and our newest addition, former United 
States Senator Alfonse D’Amato. Our writers 
come from diverse backgrounds and from 
different points of the political spectrum. Their 
columns reflect their own opinions on topical 
issues. The newspaper does not select the 
topics on which columnists opine, and their 
publication is not an endorsement of the 
positions they espouse.

Letters to the editor
 Because community opinions are so impor-
tant to us, we publish virtually all letters we 
receive.
 This policy, of course, can bring problems 
with it. Some letters may seem silly, dull or 
poorly written, but we believe you should have 
the chance to read them anyway; they are 
voices from our shared community. Letters may 
also be tasteless, racist or sexist, but we believe 
they should be published too. We cannot pre-
tend that such attitudes do not exist; if we are 
to fight them, we must meet them head-on. We 
believe deeply that the remedy to “bad” speech 
is more speech, not censorship.
 Vituperative attacks on local people or 
institutions pose a more complicated prob-
lem. The laws governing libel apply to letters 
to the editor with the same force as anything 
else we publish. Both the letter writer and this 
newspaper can be held accountable for heed-
lessly damaging a reputation. Public figures like 
politicians have less protection from outraged 
opinion than do private citizens. Robust public 
debate must take precedence over our feelings 
and the sensitivities of those who have entered 
the public arena.
 We do not publish anonymous letters. 
Letters must be signed and include a daytime 
phone number and an address, so we can 
verify that a letter is genuine. Phone numbers 
and full addresses will not be published.
 We are reluctant to publish letters from 
people who are unwilling to stand openly 
behind what they have written. We are willing to 
withhold the name of a letter writer on request 
only when the letter states a valid reason for 
doing so.
 Within those limits, we will publish as much 
as we can each week, though letters will some-
times have to wait until there is enough room.
 We usually refrain from commenting on let-
ters, but in certain cases an “editor’s note” may 
attempt to correct misinformation or misunder-
standing.

 What are the editorial pages all about?
 Who writes editorials?
 How do letters and guest columns get published?
 This week’s pages offer some answers to our readers.
 We thank The Riverdale Press for the idea.


