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VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT — Sentencing of Caleb Lacey
April 9, 2010

by Edit Vanegas

Dear Judge Carter,

I stand before you today as a father and a husband who has lost everything.
The morning of February 19, 2009 will forever be in my memory. I replay in
my mind my two daughters, Susana and Andrea, screaming for their Daddy
to help them and I couldn't get to them. I hear those voices everyday. I felt
so helpless knowing there was nothing I could do and knowing how much
they were hurting and suffering. It's something I can't get out of my mind.

I don't understand why Caleb Lacey Would set a fire knowing that the entire
family was sleeping. Why?

I miss my daughters so much. They would always teach me English and
bake for me. We used to go to church together as a family. We used to do
a lot of things together as a family; go shopping, go to the beach, the pool,
soccer games. Now it's very difficult for me. When I do anything with my
boys we don't feel complete because there are four people missing.

What Caleb Lacey did was cowardly and cruel. If he had a problem with



someone in my family, why didn't he come to me like a man and talk with
me? No, he did the cowardly thing and waited until the entire family was
asleep and started a fire in the only doorway out of our apartment, trapping
us.

My boys are heartbroken without their mother, sisters and brother. They are
not the same as they used to be before this happened. They are both in
counseling and Eddie is on medication. They were there that night and will
never be able to forget. They loved their mother. She used to do everything
for them. She would go to their school and talk with their teachers to find
out what they should be doing and what they were learning in class. She
would read the Bible with them every night and they would pray together.

I don't understand why someone would commit such a cruel act. It takes

a heartless person to do that. Everyone here knows Caleb Lacey lit that fire.
He confessed to it! How would you feel Caleb if someone murdered your
entire family?Why did his attorney accuse me when he knew his client
confessed to the murder?

My girls always wanted to meet my mother who lives in El Salvador and my

mother always wanted them to come see her. I was going to bring my



family to El Salvador. Now, she will never get to meet her two
granddaughters. My mother has suffered too because of this. She has been
physically sick knowing what all of us are going through and what happened
to our family.

I have been unable to work since February 19,2009. I wake up every
morning and think that I don't want to wake up but I remember Eddie and
Leonel and know that I have to get up for them. I can't concentrate on
anything except my family and what they went through before they died. I
can't stop thinking about how they suffered because of you Caleb Lacey.
Your honor, I know nothing can bring back my family and no matter how
long he's in prison it will never be long enough but Caleb Lacey deserves to
get the maximum sentence allowed by law. He murdered four people!!

He took the lives of four innocent people who were kind, gentle, loving and
giving people, characteristics that are foreign to someone like Caleb Lacey!

Thank you, Judge Carter, for allowing my family to speak today and let you

know how important and special my family was.

Edit Vanegas



VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT

Presented by America Chavez on April 9, 2010

Dear Judge Carter,

[t has been over a year since the brutal murders of my sister,
Morena, my nieces, Andrea and Susana and my nephew, Saul, who
were burned alive by a cold blooded killer named Caleb Lacey.

My sister was the most loving and giving person. She would do
anything to help people. She would take homeless people to her
home and give them food and a warm place to stay until they gbt
on their feet. She was a wonderful sister to me, the best mother.
She would do anything for her children. She would even give her life
for them, like she did. A good daughter, good friend and a good
neighbor. She was an Angel on Earth.

Andrea was a sweet little girl, smart and loving. She wanted to be
the best soccer player and she wanted to be a doctor. She had so
many dreams. But her life was taken away by an evil being who

burned her alive. Caleb Lacey, you are an evil monster.



Susana was so sweet. She loved playing the violin. Now she plays
the violin in the presence of God. She used to love making cakes
and she would call me to go to her house and eat her cake. | miss
them so much. She always helped her twin brother, Leonel, to do
his homework. She wanted to be a teacher, but she was also burned
by that monster, who has no remorse, no heart towards other
innocent lives.

Saul was a good son, brother, nephew, friend and a good father to
his baby, Jaiden. He always took care of his little brothers and
sisters. He worked in a restaurant and every night he used to bring
pizza for his little brother and sisters. February 19, 2009 was the
last pizza he brought to his brother and sisters. Saul was a great
father but sadly Saul never got to see his son's first birthday. Baby
Jaiden was only 10 months old when his father was also burned alive
by a devil's disciple.

Ever since February 19, 2009, | have had no peace. | feel empty. |
miss them so much. It is still hard for me and my family to believe

that they are gone. | miss their smiles. Caleb Lacey - you are a



monster, a cold blooded killer. Because of you my two little
nephews, Leonel and Eddie, and my nephew Jose had to suffer so
much. They are so scared to go to sleep, thinking they are going to
be burned like their mother, sisters and brother. They were forced
to grow up too fast. They had to get a lot of therapy. They cry a lot
because you killed their mom, their sisters and Saul. They have to
endure the worst nightmares. They can't sleep. They will never
have their mom to read them a story at night. They won't have a
mom to be there when they graduate or get married. Little Jaiden
Preza won't have a father to play with him or take him to school. He
will never know his father because you, Caleb Lacey, also burned
“him alive.

Caleb Lacey, you not only took the lives of my sister Morena, Andrea
Susana and Saul, on that cold morning of February 19, 2009, you also
took a whole family by breaking our hearts. Your senseless greed |
and cruel act forever affected us. There is no punishment that can

make up for our loss.

| used to look forward to the holidays with my family and now there



is a void as the holiday season approaches. The memories of the
past come to me and | break down and cry, because without them it
will never be the same.

My two nephews had to suffer so much. It is so sad to see them cry
and ask for mommy. They go to the grave a lot and talk to their
mom, Susana, Andrea and Saul. That is all we have...a cold, damp
piece of dirt. Thanks to you Caleb Lacey little Eddie had to be put
on medication because he is so traumatized, so scared and Leonel
too.

Since they weré killed | have suffered many physical problems..
headaches, chest pains and | had to quit my job because | couldn't
concentrate. My mind is always on my sister, Andrea, Susana and
Saul. It is so painful for our family, and so sad for my 3 nephews.
They have lost forever the warm, tender loving touch of their
mother and little Jaiden has lost the love of his father forever.
There are no words to describe the pain we have. | can only
wonder about the fear and pain my sister, Susana, Andrea and Saul

felt as they were burning, trying to get out of the fire, but they



couldn't. Caleb Lacey, you are so cruel. You knew they were
sleeping when you lit the fire. You are a monster and you deserve
to stay in jail for the rest of your life and think about what you did
to two beautiful innocent girls and to my sister, Morena, and Saul.
Caleb Lacey you are so cruel. You waited and waited until Saul
came home and then you set the fire. Why did you kill my family?
You have no heart or soul. | have no doubt you killed my beautiful
family. You confessed to the police. | heard your confession. You

are a monster. You are a coward with no remorse. But there is a

God and he will deal with you.

Thank you your Honor.

—Twouldlike to thank Assistant District Attorney, Michael Canty for
all his hard work, Detectives Carl Re, Pete McGinn and Brian
Kaminski for a great job and Patti Chave for all her support.
| would like to thank the jury who found Caleb Lacey guilty for
killing my family and thank you Judge Carter for allowing me to

address the court.

| would like you to sentence Caleb Lacey to the maximum sentence



allowed my law for this horrible crime. Sentencing him to the

maximum will give him time to thihk about what he did to an

innocent family.

Thank you for allowing us to speak on behalf of my beautiful sister,

Morena, my beautiful nieces, Andrea and Susana and my nephew,

Saul.
Thank you your honor.

God Bless You.

America Chavez
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